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UCB Science Activities:

• Redshifted 2.2 MeV search – NS gravitational redshift

• Positrons annihilation in Type Ia SNRs

• Polarization sensitivity and measurements

• Joint SPI/RHESSI 26Al, 60Fe analysis for diffuse component

w/ full or partial GOP support for specific sources:

• SN1006 (w/ Reynolds, Milne)

• GRB timing – probe energy scales at the Planck mass (Wunderer)

• GRB polarization (w/ Kouveliotou)

• Redshifted 2.2 search, 4U 1820-30
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Neutron Capture
We are actively involved in the study of redshifted 2.223 MeV neutron capture emission from the
surface of accreting neutrons stars. Measurement of a known emission line from the surface of a
neutron star will provide a direct measure of the gravitational redshift of the star, which in turn will
provide a strong constraint on the neutron star equation of state. While researchers in many
wavebands are searching for such lines, the gamma-ray neutron capture line has the potential of being
bright enough for SPI to measure, as well as coming unambiguously from the surface itself. We are
currently implementing the spectral algorithms we have developed to search for rotationally-
broadened, redshifted lines from known sources that are good candidates, in the archival and core
program data from our Core Program funding, as well as Key Program data through the GO program.
Mark Bandstra, a graduate student, is performing this study as part of his Ph.D. thesis. In
collaboration with E. Kalemci and S. Caliskan.

4U 1820-30

(M. Bandstra, in progress)

A0535+262

(S. Caliskan et al., ready for submission)
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Positrons from Supernova Remnants
We are actively involved in the search for annihilation emission from Type Ia supernova remnants,
one of the prime candidates from positron production in our Galaxy. We have published the first
limits on such a source, SN 1006, which was partly funded through the GO program. As part of our
Core Program studies, we are helping to extend this study to other historical SN Ia remnants as part of
a systematic survey. This work was begun by Emrah Kalemci as a postdoc here at SSL, and has
evolved into a primary Ph.D. thesis topic for one of our graduate students, Jason Bowen, in
collaboration with CESR/Toulouse and E. Kalemci.

(E. Kalemci et al., 2006)
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Polarization
As a large array of individual detectors, SPI is potentially sensitive to gamma-ray polarization through
the systematic study of photons which scatter in one detector before depositing their remaining energy
in a second detector. Polarized photons will preferentially scatter at right-angles relative to their
polarization direction; therefore, systematic study of the photon scatter-angle distribution in the ME
events can potentially reveal the polarization of the source. This is especially promising in SPI for
bright events, like gamma-ray bursts. We have characterized the expected scatter-angle distribution
for polarized sources, and studied the background distribution and potential systematic biases in these
measurements with SPI. These efforts, as part of the Core Program, were crucial in our successful
attempt to constrain polarization from gamma-ray bursts, partly funded through the GO program. S.
Boggs in collaboration with E. Kalemci.

GRB 041219a

(E. Kalemci et al., 2007)
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GRB Timing
Since the discovery of the cosmological origin of GRBs there has been growing interest in using these
transient events to probe the Quantum Gravity energy scale in the range 1016-1019 GeV, up to the
Planck mass scale. This energy scale can manifest itself through a modification in the electromagnetic
radiation dispersion relation, specifically, an energy-dependence of the velocity of light. We have
searched INTEGRAL-observed GRBs for suitable flares, requiring a 5 sigma trigger on a 2ms, 10ms,
or 100ms time scale using only photons above 1 MeV. This search has been made more difficult by
false triggers from the SPI electronic noise component evident in single-event spectra at 1.4 – 1.6
MeV. Led by C. Wunderer.

GRB 041219a
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EQG >  1.8·1017GeV

(Boggs et al., 2004)
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UCB Instrument Activities:

• Implement the use of PSD information to characterize and correct for
radiation damage in SPI spectral response.

• Study the characteristics and rejection techniques for the spurious 1.4-1.6
MeV background ‘lines’ due to electronic noise

• Understand SPI multiple-detector background (ME) for background and
polarization studies.

• Characterize the SPI sensitivity to polarization and determine systematics
affecting potential measurements.

• Characterize the RHESSI background using the MGGPOD suite
(GSFC/CESR) to further understand the SPI background. Help maintain
and update simulation tools.
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(continued)
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